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1-26 (canceled) 

27. (currently amended) A computer-readable medium storing computer- 
executable instructions for electronic auctions, comprising the steps of: 

creating an electronic inventory library comprisinq inventon/ records 
corresponding to Items to be offered for sale at auction: 

creating an electronic imaoe library comprising images of the items in which 
each image is configured to be reusable for creating the auction submissions: 

creating an electronic textual description library of the items in which each textual 
description is configured to be reusable for creating the auction submissions: 

creating an electronic advertising template libran/ in which each advertising 
template is configured to be reusable for creating the auction submissions; 

receiving an instruction to create a subject auction submission for a selected 
item, the instruction comprising a selected inventor/ record in the inventory library, a 
selected image in the image library, a selected textual description in the textual 
description library, a selected advertising template in the advertising template llbran/: 

automatically creating the subject auction submission bv combining the selected 
image, the selected textual description, and a set of auction parameters fields in a 
format defined bv the selected advertisement template; 

obtaining predefined entries, user input entries, or a combination of predefined 
and user input entries setting selected values for the auction parameters and displayinc) 
the selected values in connection with corresponding auction parameters fields : 

storing the subject auction submission in an electronic auction submission libran/ 
comprisinq a plurality of similarly created previously posted auction submissions: 

posting the subject auction submission to an electronic auction site to offer the 
item for sale at a subiect auction; 

displaying an auction monitoring report comprising an auction management 
record for each of the previously posted and the subiect auction submissions, wherein 
each auction management record displays information pertaining to the respective 
auction and implements functionality enabling a user to manage the conresponding 
auction, and wherein the auction monitoring report comprises a plurality of auction 
management records displayed and managed within a common view: 

revisiting the auction site to obtain updated auction information pertaining to the 
subject auction; 
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updating the auction management record for the subject auction with the 

updated auction Infomiation: 

determining that the subiect auction has closed and resulted in a sale: and 
updating the auction manaQement record for the subject auction with information 

pertaining to the sale including the purchaser and the purchase price, 

cr e ating an auction con s o li d a t i on acoount for a first s e t of multipl e it e ms offorod 
for sa le at auct i on, th e s e t of mu l t i p l e items - compF i s ing diff e rent typ es of i t e m s ; 

r e c ei ving a plura l ity of r e usabl e inv e ntory r e cords for th e it e ms to b e off e r e d for 
s a le at auction conta i n i ng t e xtual sp e cificat i ons for th e i tems and s te m g th e inv e ntory 
r e cords i n a l ib f a p y of re usab l e inv e ntory r e cord s in a s sociation with the account; 

and for each inv e ntory r e cord: 

r e c e iv i ng on e or more rousablo ima g o reco rd s conta i n i ng imag e s of th e 
items of=Kj storing th e i mag e r e cord s in a li brary of r e usjab le i mag e r e cords in 
as s ociat i on with th e account; 

r e c e iv i ng one or more reusab l e advort i son F>e nt t e mp la t e s and storing th e 
advert i sement tomp l otos in a li brary of r e u s ab le adv e rti se m e nt t e mplat es i n oGCOo i otion 
w i th th e account, 

rece i ving an auct i on r e qu e st in associat i on with tho account i d e nt i fy i ng a 
solectod i nvontopy - r e c ord sto r e d in th e inventory library, a se lect e d i mag e r e cord stor e d 
i n th e i mag e li brary, a select e d advert i oement temp l at e stored in the temp l at e l ibrary, 
and on e or mor e auction param e t e rs; 

automatica l ly comb i ning th e sele ct e d i nv e ntory r e cord, th e sele ct e d i mag e 
r e cord, a nd th e sele ct e d adv e rtis e m e nt t e mplat e to cr e at e an auct i on submission in 
r e spons e to a pr e d e fin e d us e r command; 

storing the auction subm issio n -ir^ a Hbrary of r e u sa bl e auction subm is s i ons 
f n ass oc ia tion w i th th e account; and 

transmitt i ng th e auct i on submiss i on to on e or more auction sitos to pe st 
th e s ele ct e d it e ms for sa le by auction in accordance w i th tho - auct i on param e t e rs; 

automat i ca l ly <> rea t i ng an auct i on monitoring r e port compris i ng a plurality of 
record s i n which e ach r e cord contains auction information p e rtaining to a rospoctivo 
auction r e qu e st and displaying th e auction monitoring roport - f e r r e v ie w by a u se r; 
stor i ng the auct i on mon i toring r e port in ass ociation with th e account; 
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rev i s i ting oach - auct i on si t e to e xtract updat e d auction information p e rta i n i ng to 
on e or more associat e d auct i on r e qu e sts: 

updating a p l ura tit y of r e cord s i n th e auction mon i toring r e port with updat e d 
auct i on informat i on p e rtain i ng to resp e ct i v e auct i on r e quests: and 
for e ach auction r e quest: 

det e rmin i ng th a t th e a ss ociat e d auction has clos e d and r e sulted i n a salo r 
updating th e assoc i at e d auction record in the a uction monitoring r e port 
witfi i nformat i on - porta j n i ng to th e s a le i nc l ud i ng th e purch a s e r and th e purchas e pr i c e ; 

d i splaying track i ng fi e lds i n association w i th the - - auct i on r e cord i n th e 
auct i on mon i toring r e port i dent i fy i ng *post-^<e- a ctiviti es to b e conduct e d i n conn e ction 
w i t h t h o g ^ le i nc l uding purchas e r notificat i on, paym e nt r e c e iv e d, and it e m sh i pped ■ 

rooo i v i ng i ndications that the post sa lo-QGtMties hav e b ee n comp le t e d; 

altering the disp l ay of th e track i ng fields to indicate thot-thc -pos t -s al e 
activiti e s hav e b ee n compl e t e d. 

28. (canceled) 

29. (currently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, further 
comprising the step of repeating the steps of claim 27 for each item in a first set of 
items. 

rep ea ting th e s t e p s of claim 27 for e ach of a s e cond s e t of mu l t i p l e item in tho 

first s et of i t e ms; and 

conso l idat i ng and d i op l oy i ng - tho records for th e first and se cond s e ts of multipl e 

i tems offered fo F- sale in th e auction monitoring r e port. 

30. (currently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 2? 29, further 
comprising the step of repeating the steps of claim 27 29 to create a plurality of auction 
monitoring reports in association with a plurality of accounts. 
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31. (currently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, further 
comprising the steps of: 

obta i n i ng informat i on - portaining to a s al e of on e of th e it e ms by one of th e 
auct j on si t e s; 

creating an electronic sales record libran/ associated with the auction monitoring 

report: 

creating a sales record associated with the sale; and 

storing the sales record in a the sales record library i n a s sociat i on with th e 
account . 

32. (cunrently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 31. further 
comprising the steps of: 

creating an electronic billing record library associated with the auction monitoring 

report: 

creating a billing record associated with the sale; 

transmitting the billing record to a the purchase r a ss ociat e d with th e sa le: and 
storing the billing record in a the billing record librar y i n associat i on w i th the 
account . 

33. (currently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 32, further 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving information regarding shipping and payment in association with the 
sale; and 

storing the shipping and payment information in association with the accoun t 
auction monitoring report . 
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34. (currently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, further 
comprising the steps of: 

displaying tracking fields in association with the corresponding auction 
management record identifying post-sale activities to be conducted in connection with 
the sale including purchaser notification, payment received, and item shipped: and 

receiving user interaction changing the display of the tracking fields to indicate 
the completion of the post-sale activities. 

wh e r e in th e auct i on param e t e rs inc l udo one or mor e of a a n auct i on posting dat e , 
posting t i me, auGt i ofi - ond dat e , and a uct i on e nd tim e and on e or more of a paymo Rt 
typ e , s hipping m e thod; minimum bid, r e s e n/ e price, and priv a t e auction indicator 

35. (currently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 34 27. furth e r 
comprising th e st e p of r e nd e ring each auct i on - subm iee ion a s an HTML pag e wherein, 
each auction management record comprises a row display, and each tracking field 
comprises a icon display. 

36. (currently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein 
the step of extract in g updat e d informat i on from an auct i on s i te by p e rform i ng revisiting 
the auction site to obtain updated auction information pertaining to the subject auction 
further comprises the steps of: 

automatically identifying a page containing the updated information; and 
automatically parsing the page to extract the updated auction information. 

37. (currently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 36, further 
comprising the steps of automatically downloading the page before parsing the page to 
extract the updated auction information. 

38. (currently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein 
the step of r e vi si ting th e auction sites revisiting the auction site to obtain updated 
auction information pertaining to the subiect auction occurs upon receiving a user 
request fef to open the auction monitoring report. 
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39. (currently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 34 27, wherein 
the step of revisiting the auction site to obtain updated auction information pertaining to 
the subiect auction occurs automatically on a periodic basis. 

further compri si ng th e s tep s of: 

p e riodica ll y ident i fy i ng postod-auctionc that hav e clos e d; and 
for e ach c l os e d auction: 

p e riod i oal l v visit i ng the corresponding auction s it e . 

e xtract i ng c l o se d auction data from th e auction sit e , and 

processing th e clos e d auction data. - 

40. (currently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 39; wherein 
the step of revisiting the auction site to obtain updated auction information pertaining to 
the subiect auction comprises the steps of automatically: 

identifying a page containing the updated auction Information: 
downloading the page: and 

automatically parsing the page to extract the e xtract i ng the closed auction data 
compris es th e st e ps of: 

id e nt i fy i ng a pag e contain i ng the c l osed auction data; and 
pars i ng tho - page to e xtract the a uction c l osing data i nformation, 

41 . (currently amended) The computer-readabte medium of claim 27 wh e r ei n 
further comprising the step of proc ess ing th e clo se d auct i on data - compris e s th e st e p of 
automatically sending a notice of the auction closing in a manner specified in a record 
associated with the account auction monitoring report . 

42. (previously presented) The computer-readable medium of claim 41 
wherein the step of automatically sending the notice processin g th e c l o se d auction data 
comprises the st e ps step of notifying the purchaser of the sale. 

detonnlning whothor th e auction r es ult e d in a sate, and if th e auct i on r e su l ted i n 

a s ato i 

notify i ng a s elli ng party of tho sale; 

not i fying the buy i ng p a rty of tho sa le : and 

cr e ating a sal e s r e cord docum e nting th e c l os e d auction c l osing. 
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43. (currently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 27 whoroipv 
the ctop of proc e sG i ng the oloGOd auction compr l GCG further comprisinq the steps of: 

obtaining an automatic feedback instruction from specified by Gcttingo data 
associated with the corresponding aocount auction monitoring report : and 

automatically transmitting auction feedback data to the correopon dm^ auction 
site in accordance with the automatic feedback i nstmot i on, instruction: and 

automatically displaying a feedback tracking field associated with the 
corresponding auction management record to indicate that post-sale feedback has 
been completed for the closed sale, 

44. (canceled) The computer-readable medium of claim 39, wherein the step of 
processing the closed auction comprises the steps of: 

receiving user input altering the display of one or more of the tracking fields to 
indicate that associated post-sale activities have been completed : and 

r e cord i ng us e r input to th e displaying the altered tracking fields in the auction 
monitoring report, 

45. (canceled) 

46. (currently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 44, further 
comprising the steps of: 

obtaining an auction processing instruction from specified by settings data 
associated with the GOfres ponding account auction record for the subject auction 
submission : 

automatically performing an operation in accordance with the auction processing 
instruction; and 

automatically se tt i ng altering the display of a corresponding ono oM h o tracking 
field to indicate completion of the operation. 

47. (currently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 30 27, wherein 
at least two of the auction submissions r e qu e sts are posted to different auction sites. 
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48. (currently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein 
the step of r e c ei v i ng one or moro i nvontory r e cords creating the inventory library 
comprises the step of receiving user input comprising creating the Inventory records. 

49. <currently amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein 
the step of r e c e iv i ng on e or mor e image records creating the image library comprises 
the step of receiving user input e ompr is ing th e imag e r e cords importing the images. 

50. (currently amended)The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein the 
step of creating the advertising template library comprises the step of providing a set of 
predefined advertising templates r e ce i v i ng ono or mor e pr e d e fin e d adv e rt ise m e nt 
t e mp l at e s compriooo tho stop of r e c e iv i ng u se r input comprising th e t e mplates. 

51-52 (canceled) 
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&3. (currently amended) A computer-readable mediunn storing computer- 
executable instructions for managing auctions, comprising the steps of: 

creating a plurality of auction submissions for otfering items for sale at auction: 
posting the auction submissions to one or more auction sites: 
dispiaving an auction monitoring report comprising an auction management 
record for each auction submission, wherein each auction management record displays 
information pertaining to the respectiye auction submission and implements 
functionality enabling a user to manage the respective auction, and wherein the auction 
monitoring report comprises a plurality of auction management records displayed within 
a common view: 

revisiting each auction site to extract updated auction information pertaining to 

the auction submissions: 

updating each auction management record with the updated auction information: 
determining that a plurality of successful auctions have resulted in sales: 
updating the auction management records for each successful auction with 

information pertaining to the respective sale including the purchaser and the purchase 

price: 

displaying the updated auction management report to a user: and 
receiving user input into the auction management records associated with each 
successful auction to manage post-sale activity associated with the sales. 

A comput e r storag e m e dium containing comput er o x e cutab le in s tructions for 
p e rform i ng the method for maR a ging on - lin e s auct i ons: 

croat in g -a n a uction conso l idat i on account for a p l ural i ty of rtom s off e r e d for sal e 

at auction; 

r e c ei ving a plurality of auction r o qu oe t c for tho i tomo to b e off e r e d for sa l e at 

auction in assoc i at i on with th e account, e ach auction r e qu e st to bo posted on on o or 
mor e a uction s it es ; 

v i s i ting e ach auction site and, during tho v is it, po s ting th e corr e sponding auct i on 

r e qu e st; 

— e ompi l ing a consolidat e d auct i on monitoring r e port compri si ng a plura l ity of 

r e cord s i n wh i ch e ach r e cord conta i ns i nformat i on p e rta i ning to a resp e ctiv e auct i on 
r e qu e st and disp l ay i ng tho - auotion mon i toring r e port for r e vi e w by a user; 
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r e v isi ting e ach auction site to extract updat e d a uction information p e rtain i ng to 

th e Qonr e spond i ng auction r e qu es ts; 

updating a p l ura l ity of r e cords in the auct i on monitoring r e port w i th updat e d 

auct i on i nformation porto i ning to a r e sp e ctiv e auction r e qu e st; and 
for e ach auct i on r e qu e st: 

d e termining that tho a ss ociated auction has c l os e d and r e su l ted in a s a lo ; 

" upd a ting th e as s ociat e d auct i on r e cord in tho - auction mon i toring r e port 

w i th informat i on p e rta i n i ng to the salo m el uding th e purcha se r and th e purchas e price; 

di s p l aying tracking fi e ld s in a s sociation with the corrospond i ng auct i on 

record in tho auction monitoring r e port i dentifying poet oa l o act i v i ti e s to b e conducted in 
conn e ction with the sa l e inc l ud i ng purcha se r not i fication, paym e nt recoivod, and it e m 
shipped; 

r e c e iving indications that t ho post -s a le activitfos havo b e en comploted; 

alt e ring th e d i sp l ay of th e track i ng fie l ds t o i ndicat o that th e post sal e 

activiti e s hav e b ee n comp l et e d. 
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54, (currently amended) The method of claim 53. wherein the step of creating a 
plurality of auction submissions for offering the items for sale at auction further 
comprises the steps of: 

creating an electronic inventor/ library comprising inventory records 
corresponding to items to be offered for sale at auction: 

creating an electronic image library comprising images of the items in which 
each image is configured to be reusable for creating the auction submissions: 

creating an electronic textual description libran/ of the items in vyhich each textual 
description is configured to be reusable for creating the auction submissions: 

creating an electronic advertising template library in which each advertising 
template is configured to be reusable for creating the auction submissions: and 

for a plurality of subject auction submissions: 

receiving an instruction to create a subject auction submission for a 
selected item, the instruction comprising a selected inventory record in the inventory 
libran/, a selected image in the imaoe library, a selected textual description in the 
textual description libran/, a selected advertising template in the advertising template 
library; 

automatically creating the subject auction submission by combining the 
selected image, the selected textual description, and a set of auction parameters fields 
in a format defined by the selected advertisement template. 

obtaining predefined entries, user input entries, or a combination of 
predefined and user input entries setting selected values for the auction parameters 
and displaying the selected values in connection with corresponding auction 
parameters fields, and 

storing the subject auction submission in an electronic auction submission 
library comprising a plurality of similarly created previously posted auction submissions. 

Th e computer storag e med i um of claim 53, wh e r ei n tho m e thod furth e r comprises th e 
step of post i ng each auction submi ss ion r e qu es t to an auction site by p e rforming tho 
st e ps of: 

rec e iving a r e usabl e auction adve rtise m e nt t e xtua l d e scription; 
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stor i ng th e r e u s ab le auction advcrtrscm ont textual doccr i ption i n an associat e d 
li brary of reusab l e a uction advortJsomont textual dcgoript i ono for uoo in cro a ting 
s ub se qu e nt auct i on r e qu e sts; 

r e c e iving a rousab l o auction adv e rt ise m e nt imag e ; 

s tor i ng th e r e usab le adv e rtis e m e nt image i n an aoGOG l at e d li brary of r e usabl e 
a dv e rt i s e m e nt i mag e for uso i n cr o ating s ub se qu e nt th e auction r e qu e sts; 

roccivi n g an id e ntification of a s e l e ct e d auction temp l ate from an a ss ociat e d 
li brary containing a plural i ty of reusab l e auct i on tomp l ate s , th e auct i on t e mplat e b e ing 
usab le for croating subs e qu e nt auct i on r e qu e sts^ 

cr ea t i ng an th e auction submission by automat i cal l y combining th e 
adv e rtis e m e nt t e xtual descr i pt i on and the imag e adv e rtis e m e nt imag e s i n a form at 
d e fined by tho colo ct e d auct i on t e mplat e in r e spons e to a prodofin o d u se r command; 

transmitting tho auct i on s ubm i ss i on to th e auction s i t e. 

55. (currently amended) The computer storage medium of claim 53, wherein the 
method step of revisiting each auction site to extract updated auction information 
pertaining to the auction submissions further compr i s e s the step of oxtract i ng updat e d 
inform a t i on from an auction s i te comprises the steps of: 

identifying a page containing the updated information; and 
parsing the page to extract the updated auction information. 

56. (currently amended) The computer storage medium of claim 55, wherein the 
method step of revisiting each auction site to extract updated auction infonriation 
pertaining to the auction submissions further comprises the steps step of downloading 
the page before parsing the page to extract the updated auction information. 

57. (currently amended) The computer storage medium of claim 53. wherein the 
method step of revisiting each auction site to extract updated auction information 
pertaining to the auction submissions further comprises the step of revisiting the auction 
sites occurs upon rocciv i ng a in response to a user request for the auction monitoring 
report. 
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68. {currently amended) The computer storage medium of claim 53. wh e rein tho 
method further compri c oc further comprising the step of repeating the steps of claim 53 
to create a plurality of auction monitoring reports in association with a plurality of 
accounts, 

59. (currently amended) The computer storage medium of claim 53, wherein the 
method step of revisiting each auction site to extract updated auction information 
pertaining to the auction submissions further comprises the steps of: 

periodically identifying posted auctions that have closed; and 

for each closed auction: 

visiting the corresponding auction site, 

extracting closed auction data from the auction site, and 

processing the closed auction data. 

60. (currently amended) The computer storage medium of claim 53. wherein the 
step of receiving user input into the auction management records associated with the 
successful auctions to manage post-sale activity associated with the sales further 
comprises the'-etefr steps of for each auction management record: 

dispiayinq tracking fields in association with the auction management record 
associated with the salesjidentifving post-sale activities to be conducted in connection 
with the sale: and 

receiving user interaction changing the display of the tracking fields to indicate 
the completion of the post-sale activities. 

Th e comput e r storage med i um of c l a i m 58, wh e r e in th e m e thod further compri coc th o 
step of extracting th e dos e d auction data comprises the - sto ps-ofe 

i dentify i ng a pag e conta i n i ng tho c l oso d auct i on data; and 

pars i ng th e pago to extract tho auct i on c l o si ng data i nfooDation. 

61. (currently amended) The computer storage medium of claim 58, wh e r ei n th e 
m e thod furth e r compr i ses further comprising the step o f. for each account . proo e sGing 
th e clos e d auct i on data compri ses th e s t e p of automatically sending a notice of the 
auction - G losiftg each sale in a predefined manner specified by settings data in a record 
associated with the corresponding auction management record account . 
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62. (currently amended) The connputer storage medium of claim 58, further 
comprising wh e r e in th e method further compris es th e st e p of proc e ssing th o c toGod 
auction data compr i ses the steps of: 

dotormining wh e th e r th e auotion rosultod in a sa le , and i f th e auction r e sulted i n 

a e al e ; 

notify i ng a coll ing party of th e sale; 
notifying the buying party of the sale; and 

creating a sales record documenting the sale closed auct i on c l o e ing . 

63. (currently amended) The computer storage medium of claim 60 58, wherein 
the method further comprises th e s t e p of processing the c l o se d auction compr i s e s the 
steps o f. for each sale : 

obtaining an automatic feedback instruction from specified by settings data 
associated with the auction management report corr es ponding account ; and 

automatically transmitting auction feedback data associated with the sale to th e 
corr e spond i ng site in accordance with the automatic feedback i n s truction, instruction: 
and 

automatically displaying a feedback tracking field associated with the 
corresponding auction management record to indicate that post-sale feedback has 
been completed for the closed sale, 

64. (currently amended) The computer storage medium of claim 58. -wherein 
each auction managerhent record comprises a row displaying the infonmation pertaining 
to its respective auction submission and tracking fields displayed as icons that are 
configured to receive user input changing the display of the icons to indicate that post- 
sale activities have been completed. 

wh e rein the m o thod further comprises the stop of proc es s i ng the c l os e d auct i on 
compri se s th e st e ps of: 

d i splaying auct i on tr a cking fi el d s in a corresponding auct i on nronitoring r e port; 

rocoiving uoof i nput to on e or mor e of the tracking fiold c ; and 

recording the user input to tho auction monitoring r e port. 

65 (currently amended) The computer storage medium of claim ©3 60, wherein 
tho mothod furthor compris e s th e st e p of inc l ud i r> g tracking fields include tracking fields 
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for purchaser notification, payment received, auction item shipped, and payment 



66. (previously presented) The computer storage medium of claim 6^ 60, 
\Artierein the method further comprises the steps o f. for each sale : 

obtaining an auction processing instruction from specified bv settings data 
associated with the auction management report corresponding account ; 

performing an operation in accordance with the auction processing instruction; 

and 

c e tt i ng one of altering the displav of an associated the tracking field to indicate 
completion of the operation. 
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received. 



Respectfully submitted, 



By: Michael J, Mehrman 
Reg. No. 40,086 
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